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TocheRight Honourable, the houſeof Commons , 
aſſembled in Parliament. _ | renee | 


\*) The humble Petition and Anſwere of «arin de Boiſloree , 


<8 =—Thomas Symcock, to the Stacioners Petition. 
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TT pleaſed his Maicſtic in the ſeauenteenth yeare of his Highnefſe Raigne, to graunt vnto Roger wood and Thomas Symcock , the Printing of Paper and 
'} { Parchmene vpon one {ide onely, reſcruing ten pound per «xz, in recompence of the acceptable ſeruice of Marin de Bojoree, Elquire of the body to - 
' © his Maieftic, who hath ſcrued his Highneſſe, and liued inthis Kingdome with his family ſuxteene yeares,and hath beene many times, ahd lately im- 
ployed by his Maiefticinwaighty affaires in diuers forraigne Countries, and done his Maieftie very acceptable ſeruice,butneuex receiued any benefit or 
.recompence for his ſixtcene yeares ſeruice, _ this ſmall thing, which by the Stationers owne confefion, is notworthy of his Maicſties priviledge, 
And whereas Themas Manand ſomeothers of the Company of Stacioners, haue lately petitioned this Honourable Aſſembly,thatthey hauecuer had 
the free vſe of printing .cheſe things from the firſt times the ſatnewere unprinted, vnill-che ſcauenteenth yeare of his Maieſtics raigne.,, and if the benefie 
thereof be taken from them, it will redound to the great hinderance ofthem and their families , who maintaine themſelues thereby, and all orher his 


| Maicfties Subie&s that hauc occaſion to vſc the ſame, and pray they may haue free liberty to imprint the things graunted as they haue donebefore the; F 


Letters Patents were made; RF © oy 
| ieſtie by vertue of his prerogatiueRoyall, may graunt this priuiledge of Printing vnto the Patentees , and all other priviledges of : 'Y 


 TheKings Mai 
princiagarkbs pleaſure, andisnotreſtraincd by any law to the contrary : For his Maieſtic, the late Queene Evzabeth, and their Progenitors,haue graun« - 
* \reddiuerspri es of ſole printing, and of great worth, as well to Gentlemen as Citizens not free of the C a7, He Stationers : which Graunts 
iare quietly enioyed atthis time, and arc not queſtioned by the Petitioners, who doe onely proceede in their complaint againft this perticular Graunt, 
.. or tharttheſe Patentees haue vpon intreatic of the poore Printers, refuſed to ſellvnto ſome of the Peticioners, the intereſt of their Parent, which is 
graunted by his Maicſtievpon certificate and examination before the Company of Stationers,and their learned Counſell. | 
 Thereare but 22. Maſter Printers, who with their Apprentizes and Iourney-men, doe Print all things for all England, Ireland, and Wales: andiifthe 
| Printing ofall things giuen in priuiledge by his Maicſtic for the benefit of the poore Maſters and OS Printers, were equally diſtributed as ir 
- ought tobe by the Maſter, Wardens,and other great rich men of the Company according to his Maieſtics Graunt, euery onemighthaue full imploy. 
' - ment: but the rich men of the Company by the power of their ordinances, diſpoſe of all things in priuiledge to their owne perticular benefits for 2 
- moſtpart, andthe poorc Maſters, and Tourncy-men Printcrs,baue lictle, and ſome of them no worke at all from the Company , who are nor ſuffered to 
ine whatthings in priuiledge they arc able to doc,as all other Trades-mea are accuſtomed,butwhat they can get from the Company, who haue power 
. bytheirordinancesto diſpoſe thereofat their pleaſures, by which meanes the poore Printers and their Families ſuffer great wants. 
| > Petitioners againſt the Patent arc madc thirty and one in number, without the knowledge and conſent of diuers of them: and this Graunt is op- 
. jpoſedprincipallyby foure rich Printers, viz. Maſter Lownes, Maſter Purfoote, Maſter [aggard, and Maſter Beale, Maſter Lownos now Maiſter ofhis Coms 
pany, a manof greatwoonth, when hewas made Warden fourc yeares or thereabouts (and not from the beginning , as in their Petition is alled. 
- ged) procuredanordinance from the Company for rhe ſole printing an EOS 1 Indentures for Apprentizes. Maſter Purfoote procured all Briefes 
| Bo colleQions in like Mafter 1 gerd all Play-bills: and cr Beale all Bonds and Recognizances for Vitualers. And if any poore Printer 
- who had h&etofore vſually printed thalodkings did printany of them, theſe foure rich Printers being men of great worth, and all of them of the Liuo. 
Tic of their Company, preſently cauſed the poore Printers Preſſe and Letters to be ſciſed, and the party cither impriſoned or fined at their pleaſures, by 
| the powerof their ordinance made by the "ary which is as much as can be done by the powerof his Maieſties priuiledge , by whichmeanes they 
© enioy the ſole printing and ſelling of theſe things. 
 * And whereas the things graunted by this Patent, are Printed in this Kingdomeand in forraigne Countries, and by French and Dutch-men here,and 
y by wn. KT and free-men of other Companies, and by theſe fewe rich Printers : the Patentees by vertue of his Maicfties Graunt, areableand willing 
to placeall things belonging to this Patent vpon the poore Maſters and Iourney-men Printers that are driuen to extreame wants (after cight or nine | 
} - yeares ſeruice) for lacke of imployment and meanes to ſuſtaine themſelues and families, which benefit they cannot receiue by any other meanes. Andif 
” 'hePatentees doe place the printing of theſe things vpon the poore Maſters and Iourney-men Printers, They humbly ſubmit the further confideration 
-- theroftothis Honourable Aﬀembly, whether the poore of the Company of Printers, and Stationers, and Subicdts in generall, ſhall recciuc any preiu- | 
; 'diceorgreeuance thereby. And the performance and continuance thereof is not to be doubted , by reaſon the Patenteesare no Printers, and can take 
''\no Apprentizes, nor benefit of their Patent but by imploying the poore, whereas if this priuiledge were in therich Printers hands, they and their 
_ would doe all the worke, and recciue the benefit from the poore to their owne vie as they doc at this time, and cucr heretofore haue donewith 
\ ia riuiledges. 
' | And 0m. - D_olM diuers perſons hauc becncexecuted , and ſome now in priſon for counterfait Letters Patents by which they haue colleed 
in all Churches in England and Wales, to the great abuſe ofhis Maicſtic and Subiccts in general! : the Patentees doe carefully examine the lawfulneſſe 
of euery Patent, and apprehend the party if there be cauſe. And ifany thing come to be Printed that hath not good allowance,ſtay is madethercof; or 
if it intend to ribauldry or immodeſty, whereby to giue ill example to youth or others in the Common-wealth , the Patentees make ſtay thereof, and 
- - onely Print thoſe things thatare meete andtollerable to be Printed for the benefit and conueniencie of the Subiects,withour raiſing any price,or giuing 
any offenceto the Subic@ that hath occaſton to vſe the ſame. 
- | Inregardhis Maieſtic and his Highneſſe Progenitors , haue cuer graunted all priuiledges of Printing at their pleaſures, and that the Patentees doe 
+ '1imploy nn and Iourney-men Printers, in Printing the things graunted , who were hindred from doing the fame by the power of an or- 


- | dinance of the Company made to foure rich Printers : 


T hat this Honourable Aſſembly would —_— to conſider of the premiſſes , and that the Patent may be 
quietly enioyed by the Patentees , and put in full exetution, as all other priledges of Printing are, ac- 
cording to his « M azeſties pleaſure, and prerogatine Royall, and that the Petitioners may bee mabled by 
this Honorable aſſembly toproduce the proofes of the premiſſes. 
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